
Teacher’s Guide for Lonely Lola Ladybug by Mary Jo Beswick 
 
    Guided Listening Lesson 
 
Below are some suggestions for a teacher-directed listening lesson.  These ideas 
are designed for emergent or beginning readers and writers.  
 
Before Reading/Listening:   
 
During this phase, the teacher activates or provides background knowledge 
related to major ideas and themes in the text, creates interest in the book, and 
sets a purpose for reading/listening. 
 
Background knowledge:   
Tell students you are going to create a map or chart about what they know about 
ladybugs.  See Figure 1.       
 
Create interest:   
Show the students a few nonfiction books and have a few preselected pages to 
read from to share interesting information about ladybugs.  Make connections to 
students’ ideas already listed.  
 
Set purpose: 
Next, hold up the cover of Lonely Lola Ladybug and discuss that this is a make 
believe story about a ladybug.  Read the title aloud and discuss what “lonely” 
might mean.  Tell students that this is a story about Lola, a lonely ladybug and 
we will find out how she will solve her problem.  
 
During Reading/Listening: 
During this phase, the teacher guides children’s understanding as the story 
develops, encourages/models the use of predictions and verifications,  
Encourages/models reading between the lines to make inferences and  
Interpretations, and clarifies confusing or difficult vocabulary 
 
p.  5:   Where is Lola?  What makes you think she is lonely? “ just one red dot on 
a leaf-green sea” 
 
p. 6,7:  Point out the nook on p. 6.   Is a nook big or small?  What kind of things 
does Lola like to do in her nook? 
 
p. 8:  Point out the “pretend person”… Why does Lola need to pretend to have 
someone at her tea party? 
 
p. 9:  What is keeping Lola from making friends?   (she can’t fly or go anywhere) 
 
p.  10, 11:  As Lola watches the ants leave, what might she be thinking? 



 
p.  12, 13:  Were we right?  What does the author mean by “gather her courage?” 
 
p. 17:  Why do you think Lola decides not to stay with the Spider?  What do you 
think it means to be sly?  
 
p. 20:  How does Lola feel when she falls out of the tree? 
p. 23:  “Should she quick run and hide.”  What do you think she should do?   
p. 24:  Reinforce the idea of “gathering up her courage”   
 
p. 34:  At the beginning of the story, Lola had a problem. How did she solve it?  
 
After Reading: 
During this phase, the teacher explores the text further:  plans questions, 
discussion and activities that take the students back into the text to further 
develop ideas, concepts and reactions. 
 
Questions for discussion:  
1. Why do you think the author wrote this story? Or  
What do you think Lola learned ? 
 
2. Do you think the three ladybugs will stay in the nook?  Why or why not? 
 
3.  Lola had to “gather up her courage.”  Share a time when you had to gather up 
your courage. (This is a good opportunity for pairs of students to share their 
experiences so that everyone can participate). 
 
 
Follow Up Activities:  
Another way to develop comprehension is to engage in a variety follow up 
activities such as writing, drawing, music, and drama to help develop personal 
reactions and interpretations. Other texts that compare/contrast with the selected 
text can also be explored. 
 
The following section outlines some suggestions for extending the text, and 
provides a link of additional text and internet resources. 
 
Rhyme Activities 
 
Emerging and beginning readers can benefit from understanding the concept of 
rhyme. With more exposure, knowing that words that sound alike at the end often 
have the same spelling pattern helps children decode and spell. 
 
These activities help develop the concept of rhyme at the listening level.  
 



1. “I’m thinking of a Word.”  A simple riddle game can help reinforce rhyme 
skill and children’s reasoning at the same time.  The leader says, “I’m 
thinking of a word that rhymes with……”. and then gives a clue about the 
word.  For example,  “I’m thinking of a word that rhymes with king, and it’s 
something that you wear on your finger.”   Children would guess the word 
ring.”  This can also be turned into an effective pairs activity.  Give each 
group a paper bag with some picture cards inside, and have each child 
take turns being the teacher.  The “teacher”  pulls a card out of the bag 
and then provides a rhyming word and clue for the selected picture and 
the partner makes a guess..  

 
2. Song or Chant:   Use the tune Do You Know the Muffin Man to lead 

children to guess words that rhyme with your target word.  Display pairs of 
words that rhyme on a pocket chart.  If you don’t like singing you can 
chant the refrain. 

 
 

Do you know 2 rhyming words? 2 rhyming words? 2 rhyming words? 
Do you know 2 rhyming words? 
They sound a lot alike….. 
 

( Students name or point to pictures on a pocket chart)…..Group acknowledges 
by continuing the chant) 
 
Cat and rat are rhyming words… rhyming words.. rhyming words 
Cat and rat are rhyming words…. 
Do you know some more?  Or  “ They sound a lot alike 

3. Starts with Rhymes with:  This chant helps children manipulate rhymes. 
 
Find picture cards for  bee, bug, snail, cake, wings, nook.  Display these 
words on a pocket chart. 

 
Create word cards for the following; 
bee, see, tree, tea 
bug, rug, mug, tug 
snail, nail, mail, pail  
cake, make, take, shake 
wings, sings, rings, things 
nook, took, cook, book 

 
Tell students you are going to play a fun rhyming game using some of the 
words from the book.  Then use the following chant: 
 
Leader:  Starts with s and rhymes with bee…put it together and you get 
see . Place the word under the picture and word card bee  



 
Continue with other –ee words or mix it up across all words. 
You can also do this activity at the listening level without the word cards 

 
 

4. Reread Lonely Lola, and as you read aloud or together, find places in the  
text that help you draw attention to rhyming words.  You may or may not 
want to stop at every rhyming pair so you don’t lose enjoyment for the text, 
but when it makes sense, pause before the second of a pair of rhyming 
words, so that students can guess/say the target words.  After reading, tell 
students that the book Lonely Lola is a rhyming book because it has many 
rhymes, or words that sound alike at the end. 

 

  
Writing Activities 
 

1. Create a different ending for the story just after Lola falls out of the 
tree. 

 
2. Design an invitation to a tea party  

 
3. Create another adventure for the 3 ladybugs 

 
4. Write about a time you felt lonely and what you did about it 

 
5. Make a list about how to be a good friend 

 
Drama Activities 

 
1. Act out your favorite part of the story 
 
2. Pretend to be Lola and invite Snail or Spider or Bully Bee to be your 

friend 
 
Art Activities 
 

1. p. 8:  How did the illustrator show something not real, like Lola’s 
imaginary friend?   Using small dots make a drawing of your imaginary 
friend  
 

2. p. 9: How did the illustrator show that Lola was confined to only her 
area of the tree?  Using oval dots as foot prints show where your 
imaginary friend has walked. 

 
 



 
3. p. 20: How did the illustrator show Lola tumbling in air? (line-curling)   

p. 21, 22: How did she show how Lola flying?  (line left  behind her)  
Make a drawing of something flying or falling. 

 
4. p. 34:  Why do you think the illustrator put blankets over the lladybugs? 

How do you think she made the blankets look warm and cozy? 
(collage- soft handmade paper was torn to show its fuzzy fibers and 
then glued onto the drawing of the ladybugs.) Make a drawing of 
someone sleeping. Tear a small piece of construction paper to look like 
a blanket. Glue (collage) it on the sleeping person. Do they look warm 
and cozy? 
 
.  

Related Texts and Resources 
 
Allen, Judy and Hunmphries, Tudor. (2003)   Are You a Ladybug? Roaring Brook 
Press. Describes what life would be if you were a ladybug. 
 
Carle, Eric. (1996).  The Grouchy Ladybug.  Harper Collins.  The classic story of 
a ladybug looking for a fight. 
 
Gibbons, Gail (2013).  Ladybugs.  Holiday House. Interesting ladybug facts and 
information beautifully illustrated.  
 
Two Websites developed for elementary school children to assist in finding 
ladybugs as part of a citizen science project.  
 
http://www.lostladybug.org 
 
http://nys4h.cce.cornell.edu/Documents/About/Program%20Themes/SET/4-
H%20Science%20Toolkit/LLB%20k-2.pdf   
 
http://www.weareteachers.com/lessons-resources/details/ladybug-science  
Detailed lesson plans designed to help children learn more about ladybugs    
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